We Agnostics of NYC — Opening

Welcome to the Thursday evening closed meeting of the A.A. group We Agnostics of New York City.  My name is ___________ and I’m an alcoholic. 
To assure maximum potential serenity at this meeting, please silence your cell phones and all other electronic equipment. 

The AA preamble states:

Alcoholics Anonymous is a fellowship of men and women who share their experience, strength and hope with each other that they may solve their common problem and help others to recover from alcoholism.

The only requirement for membership is a desire to stop drinking. There are no dues or fees for A.A. membership; we are self-supporting through our own contributions. A.A. is not allied with any sect, denomination, politics, organization or institution; does not wish to engage in any controversy; neither endorses nor opposes any causes. Our primary purpose is to stay sober and help other alcoholics to achieve sobriety.

The We Agnostics meetings have a tradition of free expression.  Here you may feel free to express any doubts or disbeliefs you may have, and to share your own personal form of spiritual experience, or your search for it, or even your rejection of it.

We do not endorse atheism, nor oppose it.  We do not oppose any form of religion, nor endorse it.  Our only wish is to assure suffering alcoholics that they can find sobriety in A.A. without having to accept anyone else’s beliefs or having to deny their own.  The only requirement for A.A. membership is a desire to stop drinking. There will be no closing prayers. At 7:00 we will hold hands and repeat our slogan “Live and Let Live.”

The format of this meeting is to have a 15 to 20 minute qualification followed by a discussion.  Now please join me in welcoming our speaker, ______________.

We Agnostics of NYC — Secretary’s Break

Thank you, (speaker).  My name is ___________ and I’m an alcoholic and this is the secretary’s break.

We will now practice the seventh tradition, which states that each A.A. group is self-supporting through its own contributions. We like to preserve a prudent reserve, so please throw in a little extra if at all possible.

· Are there any newcomers to AA, or visitors from out of town, or anyone who’s never attended this meeting before who would like to introduce themselves?

· Is there anyone working on 90 days of sobriety who would like to share their day count with us?

· Are there any anniversaries of 90 days or a year or more in this month?

· Are there any outgoing speaker commitments?

· There’s some literature on the front desk including brochures that list the other agnostic A.A. meetings in New York City. Much more information is available on our web site agnosticAAnyc.org.
· [Penultimate Thursday of month: Next week is a step meeting.]

· [Antepenultimate Thursday of quarter: Next week is an anniversary meeting.] 

· [Synagogue closed for holiday: There will be no meeting next week because the synagogue is closed for a holiday.]

· Are there any other A.A. related announcements?

We now turn the meeting back over to you, (speaker), and you can choose the format, whether we have a show of hands until 7:00, or a round-robin until 6:50 followed by a show of hands.

We Agnostics of NYC — Closing

I’m afraid our time has run out. In closing, I would like to quote some words by A.A.’s cofounder, Dr. Bob:

Our 12 steps, when simmered down to the last, resolve themselves into the words “love” and “service.”  We understand what love is, and we understand what service is, so let’s bear those two things in mind.

Let us also remember to guard that erring member, the tongue, and if we must use it, let’s use it with kindness and consideration and tolerance.

And one more thing: none of us would be here today if somebody hadn’t taken time


to explain things to us,


to give us a little pat on the back,


to take us to a meeting or two,


to have done numerous little kind and thoughtful acts in our behalf. 

So let us never get such a degree of smug complacency that we’re not willing to extend, or attempt to extend, to our less fortunate brothers and sisters that help which has been beneficial to us.
After the meeting some of us go out for dinner. Everyone is welcome. We meet downstairs outside the synagogue.

And now, will all who care to, please rise and join hands in a circle and repeat our slogan:

“LIVE AND LET LIVE”

CP, 5/11/04


